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I Sam. Vii. | e esape é. 


AND Samvurw judged Isaaur ali the Days of 
his Life: And He went from Year to. Vear in 
Circuit to Bethel asd Gilgal avd Mifpeh, and 


judged Israrw in all thofe Places: And bis * 
: Retura was to Ramah, for there was his Heufe, 

; and there He judged Isnazr, and there He 
built an Altar to the LORD. 


Presume the larger Part of this great Aflembly 
are met here this Day, with an Pxpectation and 
Defire to make fome Improvement; beth of the 
Death and Life of that boxeurable and a ged Per- 
fon, who has fat fo long among us a great Part 
of our Beauty and Joy, and whofe late Deceafe . now 
| puts us into univerfal Mourning. And as f have often 
| 





tho’t that He in many refpedts, both in his Birth, . his 
Education, his Office, Life and Character, . refembled 
the Scviprure Samuen: I cou’d not but apply. myfelf 
| on this Occafion, to make afex Refletions on the 
| Words before, us; wherein every Hearer &. a clear 
| Defcription of our own deceafed. Fi 
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A Sermon on the Death 
Awo here are thefe four things to bé confidered,-% 


. Tue Perfon f{poken of, 

. His péculiar Office, 

. His faithful Difcharge of it, 
and laitly, His fhining Piety, 


Bw w 


g> US 


Il. THE Perfon (poker of; and this is Samvec. 

Now Samuet, we know, was’ one of the moft emi- 
nent and happy ofthe Jupezs, which the GOD 6f 
Jjrael was pleafed to raife up among his People inthe 
early times of their Declenfion ; to fave them fom 
Oppreffion and -preferve them in a ftricét Adherenceto. 
the infpired Religion of their Fathers. % 


His immediate Defcent was from Parents ofexem- 
plary Piety. While many turn’d away to the Super- 
ftitious Inventions of the neighbouring Nations; this 
happy Couple perfevered in the zealous Practice and 
Profeifion of the pure Religion, as it was seveal’d im- 
mediately from GOD Himfelf. 


His Farber ftrictly followed his great and pious 
Leader Josnva in his Refolution, that both He and his 
Houle would ferve the LORD. He conftantly went 
up with all his Family from his own Habitation in Rea- 
mah to the Tabernacle and Arkin Shiloh at the ap- 
pointed Seafons : and there He gave his devout atten- 
dance. to the facred Infticutions of divine appointment ; 
there He pre’ented his publick Sacrifices of Prayer and 
Praife, and worthipped the LORD.  S 


Ann his Afother will be for ever famous, for the 
Prayer of Faith whereby the obtained this her firft born 
Son, and for the grateful Sacrifice of Praife wherewith 
fhe came and return’d Him freely to the divine Beftower. 
In a particular manner He was the Son of her Vows : 
For the folemnly refolv’d before fhethad Him, to give 
Elim upM@PGOD ; And as foon as fhe weaned Him, 
fhe chearfully performed: her Promife. She broughe: 
Hin up to the Temexe in Shiloh, asthe Ark and) 


Taber= 





fisbhe 





















of the Hon. Fudge SEWALL. — 3 


‘Tabernacle are exprefly called in the firft Chapter at 
the oth Verfe: And there fhe prefents her Child with 
ser Thank-offering and joyful Song, and refigns Him 
>the LORD as long as He lived. 

Here fhe therefore leaves Him: and Here in his 
-tender Years Heis, under the Inftiuction and Care of 
(the High Prieft Err, trained up in the Knowledge of 
the infpired Writings and in the facred Service of the 
Sanctuary, to which He had been. thus devoted. In 
the 2d Chapter at the 11th Verfe, tis faid, that rhe 
Child did minfter to the LORD before Ex the 
Prief: and in the 18th, Verfe; again; that Samvzn 


é 2 


cainifired before the LORD; being a Child. 


i 





_In thele two Places He is. called,a Child, even while 
| He msatfired : He miniftred before or to the LORD--- 
To fignify the pious Inclination and Employment: of 
his tender Age : And He is faid to minifter before Eur 
a Prieft ; which feems to.intimate, that Ex1 took 





Him into his fpecial Care, kept Him always. under his 
Eye, defcern’d his Hopefulnefs and delighted in Him. 
And by the general Air of thefacred Hiftory, it feems 
as if there quickly grew a very. great and mutual Fond- 
nefs between. the venerable Mafter and the young De- 
{ciple. While Samver grows in filial Reverence and 
Concerti to obey and pleafe the aged Father ; Er: alfo 
grows in a paternal Tendernefs and Affection for Him. 





| 
| 


 Unver the Tuition of this ancient and pious J4@- 
\nifter, who was no doubt Himfelf a learned Man in 
the Laws of GOD, fuch a Child as Samurt mutt 
needs improve in Goodnefs. And in Verfe 26th we 
read, that the Child Samuny grew on, and was in 
Favour, both with the LORD, and alfo with Men. 
As He advane’d in Years and Knowlege, He muft 
therefore alfo have grown in Grace and Wifdom, even. 
in his early YoutH;-fo as to rife in the Notice and E- 
{teem of all about Him, as well as to have this deftin- 
}guifhing Honour done Him as to intimate, that He 
jerew in the Favour of GOD Himfelf. 









YRa 





4 A Sermon on the Death 


Yea to fuch an eminent Highth of Piety did He | 


guickly rife; that while He was no more than a Cad, 
GOD ‘was’ pleas’d to fingle Him out above all the 





| 


Priefts and People of “Isr arr, te endue Him with the 
Spirit of Prophecy. _ And indeed, He feems to. be — 


the younget Prophet that ever was in the* World. 


“oJae was'in a time of faradvanc’d Apoftaey, when the 


provoked’ Spirit of GOD ‘had greatly left them ; rhe 


Word of the LORD, ive. The Word ot Prophecy, | 


was bécome very preefous ; and there was woopen Vifion, 
i) e. ‘no known or publick Prophet favoured with In- 
{pirations. In fuch a Time as this it was, and while 
the Child Samvuew minsired to the LORD before 
Ex1 ; that the Word. of the LORD. was revealedto 


SAMUEL, ‘as we have an account inthe 3d Chaprer.. 


Burra Child ---a Propher !--- How is it pofiible that 
humane ‘Nature info extreamly light, and vain an Age, 
fhou’d in a fuitable manner bare the deftinguifhing Dig- 
nity of being a Prophet, above the reft of the World? 
The gféat Apoftle Pau, tho’ in the hight of manly 
Pewer ‘and Wifdom, a‘full grown Chriftian, and fur- 
roufided “with great'‘numbers~ of infpired Perfons, 
yet reprefents himfelf in the utmoft danger of being 
exalted “above meafure for his abundant Revelations ; 
and to‘fave Him fromit, both a Phorm in the Fle 
was given Him, and'a Meffenger from Satan fent to 
buffet Him, and keep Him low.. But little Samuxxt 
bares’ the Dignity alone “in fo lowly a manner, 
that He ftill gets'up in the Morning. to attend on his 
inferior Office of opening the Doors of the Houfe of 
the LORD, and goes ‘on to conceal his Revelations, 
till Eri ebliges Him to difcover them.--- His Humi- 
dirty under them is @ far greater Wonder than. his 

shaving the Spirit of Prophefy. 


None can be fo much prepar’d for the Revelations 
of the mind of GOD, or Converle with Him, asthe 
moft Humble Soul : none fo much become or recommend 
them when they are'beftowed: and none aré fo much 
pres 
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prepared for fignal Exaltations.. With fuch the Blefled 
GOD delights to dwell: And no wonder then we 
read in the three laft Ver/fes of this third @saprer, and 
the firft of the next,--- That Samurc grew, aud the 
LORD was with him, and let none of his Words falt 
to the Ground : and al) \snaxt eves from Dan to 
Beerfheba, kvew that Samurt was éfiablifoed to be 
a Prophet of the LORD: and the LORD ap- 
peard again in Shiloh: for rhe LORD reveald 
Himfelf to Samurt ia Shiloh, by the Word of the 

LORD: and the Word of Samus. came to al 
Isr ate. 


Anv now it feems, we read nomore of this grow- 
ing Youth for above Tiwesry Years, when we fiid 
Him cloathed fuddenly with a Fudécial Character, and’ 
fome how or other removed from Shiloh’ to Ramah. 
We therefore come to confider, 


i. THE peculiar Office of a Publick Junce; 

wherein the Lext defcribes Him. 

Bur long. before He arrives at this, his uncommon 
Graces muft be extreamlytried and exercifed. He mutt. 
bare the Yoke in his early Days: and even while a 
Youth, it feems, as if his own awful Prophecies became 
a moft affecting Hiftory. 


For now comes en atime of great Affliction and- 
Confufion in the Land of Isaant. The Philifine 
Armies came up and killed Four thoufand Men: Ina 
fecond Fight, flew Zhirty rhowfand Foctmen: The 
Two Sons of Eri, who had carried the Arx into 
the Field of Battle were flain: ‘That facred Sign of 
GOD?s gracious Covenant and Prefence was taken by 
their infulting Enemies : Upon the dreadful ‘Vidings, 
the High Pricf# Himfelf, who was alfo their fovereign 
Judge, falls off his Seat and dies : and the Arn ox 
GOD is carried into the Houle of Dagon. 


A moft dark and difmal Day was this to Isnazr: 
as we have it. defcribed in thofe moving Colours, 
Lb Pla), 






























































§ A Seviton on. the Death 


Pfal. lxxviii. 58,---64. For they provoked Him to An 
ger with ther High Places, and moved Him to jea- 
loufy with their graven Images: When GOD heard 
this, He was wroth, and greatly abbhorred \smaut: 
So that he forfook the Laberuacte of Shiloh, the Tent 
which He placed among Men; and delivered his. 
Strength into Captivity, and his Glory into the Ene- 
mies hand: He gave his People over alfo to the Sword, 
and was wroth with bis Inheritance: the Fire con- 
fumed their young Men, and their Maidens were not 
given to Marriage: their Pricfts felh by the Sword, 
and their Widows had no Opportunity to make 
their funeral Lamentations. 


Wrrutn Eight Months after, indeed, the Phslifines 
were forced by the diftinguifhing Judgments of GOD 
upon them,to return the Anx to the Borders of Ifrael : 
But no fooner was that moft facred ‘Token of the. Di- 
vine Prefence arrived at Berbfbemefh, than Fifty thou- 
fand &§ Sevesty of the People flocking round it from 
every Quarter, were flain, by a Divine Plague, for their 
irreverent Treatmentofit *. And.their victorieusEnemies 
feeing them {till in ilbh' Terms with Heaven, feem to 





* 1 Sam, vi 19. Tam fenfible, that to foften the Hiftory, both 
the SYRIAK & ARABAK render-it 75 Men and 5 thoufand 
Men; and BOCHART wou’d have it 70 out of go thoufand whoa 
Were there prefent ; hecanfe He thinks it not agreable to the 
Divine Mercy. But the Hebrew words are 70 Men go thoufand 
Men 3 which both the SEPTUAGINT and the CHALDEE PA- 
RAPHRAST retain, and is moft agreable co what is faid in the 
following verfe, thatGOD had {mitten them with a GREAT 
SLAUGHTER. And it feenis ftrange to me that any Thoughtful 
Mind fhou'd make the Objection.’ For tho’ this high TIrreverence 
of OD might be the Publick, contemporary and laft Occafion 
ofthis Deftrogtion ; yer we muft confider, that Mankind are 
commonly if not always fo guilty and expos’d to the Vengeance 
of Heaven, that it can’t be incontiftent with the Divirie Mercy, 
_ almoft at any time to bring a Plague among a numerous Peoplé 
which fhall defiroy as many & more than thofe: and it confifts 
with Wifdom, to chufe the Time when they, have been openly and 
conjunctly guilty of the fame Sim, that He might appear to bare 
His dreadftl Teftimony both againg the Sin itfelf and chePublick - 
and United Conimiffion of it. 


have 
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have impreved their.advantage, and extending their 
Armes, to keep them under fore Oppreffion for Zwenry 
Years. 


BUT what became of the Ark, the Tabernacle, and 
the Publick Worthip, for this tedious: Interval ? 

As for the-4rk & Labernacle--- They were kept afunder 
allthis Time, anda long while after. Upon the great 
Deftruction of the People at Bethibemefh, the Ark was 
carried to Kirjarhjearim, i.e. in Englith, the Field of 
the Wood, whereof. we.read in P/a}..cxxxii. 6. and was 
in the Tribe of Junaun, and there it refted. But the 
Tabernacle {eem’d to continue all. this while at S#zJoh, 
which. was in the Tribe of Eran aim, as we may thow 
hereafter. | 


Anv.as. for the Publick Worfbip during this Zwesty 
Years Qppreifion, ---the Ark) and Tabernacle thus re- 
maining feparate, the Sanctuary Service feemed to be in 
a great meafure interrupted, neglected, and diflolved, 
And this the more, fince ’tis very likely that their 
jealous and vigilant Oppreffors. wou’d. never fuffer them 
in great numbers to refort together, as all their Males 
were by their Law obliged three times a Year, at the 
‘Tabernacle of the Congregation. By this. means. Reli- 
gion further languifhed,amd many morethro’theArts and 

nfluence of theneighbour Nations and their Commerce 
with them, turned afide to other Wortfhip. 


BUT in this long Scene of Trouble, where was our 
hopeful Samus, and how does be employ bhimfelf.? 


Inthis ftate of publick Diffolution, Ex1 and his 
two elder Sons being Dead, and there being little to be 
donecat Shiloh; the ‘Philitines keeping a watchful eye 
on that Place of Concourfe and on the furviving Family 
of Exr the late High Prieft and Judge ; Shiloh feems 
‘to have laim in avery folitary. Stateand almoft delerted : 
And ’tis therefore likely that Samuec either liv a 
retired Life Zhere, or rather returned to his paternal 

nheritance at Ramah. wea 
Yi B 2 How 














































“A Sermon on the Death 





However, He was neither unconcerned with the 
Jamentable State of Isagani, nor una¢tive in his Enz 
deavours to Reftore it. And theThird & Fourth Verfes 
of this Seventh Chaprer, feem to be a brief Epitome of 
this obfcure Part of his rifing Life. For there we read, 
that while the Houfe of Isk azz were lamenting. after 
the LORD: Samvet /pake to all the Houfe of 
Isnagu fuying; If ye do return to the LORD with 
ait your Hearts, then put away the ‘firange Geds 
and Athtaroth from among you, and prepare your Hearts 
tothe LORD and ferve Him only; and He will 
deliver you out of the hand of the. Purrisrinns. 
By this it feems that either the People, and efpecially the 
Chief of Isr arr repair’d to Samuer for, Council ; or 
father, to prevent the Umbrage of their Enemies, He 
travelled about from Tribe to Tribe to teach them ; 
Labouring to fhow them their provoking Sins, to make 
them fenfible that all thefe Sufferings were Corrections 
for them, and to bring them on to a general and fin- 
cere Repentance and Reformation. 


Ann herein he wrought with great Succefi, as the 
following Verfe informs us. “For at the Exd of the 
Twenty Years, and when He feems to be about Thirty 
Years of Age, they ‘appear prepared to return to the 
JO RD. And'then upon his Advice we find them 
in the two following ver/es, gathering together at 
Mrizeen, their ancient Place of Concourfe, that there 
they might unite in Fafting, Praying and Returning to 
the GOD of their Fathers : and’Tren and THERE 
“tis firft faid, He Jupcep rH. | : . 


BUT why did not one of the Princes of the Tribes 
affume this Office? How came Samury invefied tn it ; 
“when he was neither the Son of fuch a Publick Ruler, 

nor a Man of War,’nor did this Genius feem to turn fo 

much to the Arts of civil Policy as plain Religion, 
to the Service of which He had been from ‘his Infancy 
defigned ? OMAR ei ith & Pd ae ane 





For 
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For the Refolution of thefe Enquiries, we may con- 
fider ; ‘hat upon the early notice of the Divine ¥amili- 
arity with him, the Eyes of Isrann muft needs be 
turned towards him as their decifive Oracle : and as 
they grew in their Knowlege of him, and faw more and 
more of his extraordinary Piety and Wifdom and Ac- 
quaintanee with the Mind of GOD, his Authofity no 
doubt increafed with his Age, and the numbers: yearly 
grew of thofe who ‘applied to him for his Advice and 
Judgment, and referr’d their caufes to his wife Decifion. 
Who coud therefore be. fo fit to Judge and Rule them ? 
Who cou’d have fo ‘great Authority and Influence ? In 
Whom cou’d ‘they fo well confide or be, united ? 
And therefore now they wifely and’ openly receive and 
honour him as ‘their “Pyusticn Junes, whom GOD 


had been fo figually Preparing for this high Imployment. 


Anp now at this Affembly of the Tribes of Isr arr, 
the Character of this Great and Pious Man arifes to the 
higheft pitch that we can well conceive. For ‘now it 
feemsas if the extraordinary Powers both of a Sovereign 
Prophet, Priceft and Fudge, were on this’ occafion 
united in him : which feems to be a fuperiour Honour 
beftow’d on Samuet, above all others of the mere Sons 
of Men, either before or fince. For, as a Prophet in- 
timate with Heaven, he alone declares the Mind of 
GOD tothe attentive People ; as their High Prieft, 
he offers Publick Sacrifice and Prayers for them ; and as 
their Sovereign Judge, they all appear to have their 
Eyes on his Authority and to be intirely fubject to his 
Direction. -.-- Who among the mighty of the Earth 
may be compared to him ! 


BUT in what confifted this Peculiar Office > 

Now the original and chief Intention of it feems to 
be ----a Publick Saviour of a People either from foreigner 
or domeftick Oppreffion. ‘The firft occafion is pre- 
cifely given us in Fudg. ii. 7---19.' And the Sum is this, 
----** That when the children of Isr arc forfuok the 
«© LORD and followed other Gods of the People round | ee 
“about them; the Anger of she LO KR D grew hot 


againtt 
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*< againft them, and He deliver’d them into the hand 
** of Spoilers that {poiled chem, and they were greatly 
€€ epprefled: Neverthelefs the LORD rae up. Jupcszs, 
© which deliver’d them out of the hand of thofe that 
£€ {poiled them: and when He raifed up fuch Judges ; 
“* then He was, with the Fudze, and deliver’d them 
** out .of the hand of their Enemies all the Days of 
** the Fudze: for it repented the LORD, becaufe of 
** their Groanings by reafon of thole that opprefled 
s* them. and vexed them. 


Fudges. thou’d beMen of the Sword,or have any hand in. 
the immediate Conduct of theirArmies. It was uffieient, 
that they were Perfons of great Reputation & Authority 

among. the People, for Juftice, Wifdom, .Piety, Integ- — 
rity and a publick Spirit : in whom*heir feveral Tribes 
could readily unite, and truft,:and be direéted by-in 
weighty Cafes both of a foreign and. domeftick Na- 
ture. So the High Priet Eni judged Iraeél Forty 
Years, even while He remain’d at Shilo, and fuper-. 
intended the Service of the Ark and Tabernacle. | 


Bur then there was no neceflity, that thefe Publick, 


So Samugz likewife Judged their Tribes, both be- 
fore and after Saut was rais’d to the royal Dignity. 
And when He firft became their -udg-, He fav’d 
them, not by Leading out thsix Armies, or order- 
ing their Battles, which He left to thofe who. were 
trained to War; But byimploying his great Sway and 
Authority in wifely direfting their civil and religious 
Affairs at Home, promoting a Reformation among the 
People, doing what lay in his Power to bring them 
back and reconcile them to GOD, and improving his 
Intereft. in Heaven by. offering Sacrifice and earneft 
Interceffions ‘for them. --- This is the right Way. of 
faving a People both from inteftine and: foreign Vi- 
elence : And He that helps to reform them, helps to 
deliver them. | 


Anp then a publick Judge is to go’on and perfevere, 
ja the fame great Defign of preferving a People from, 
Apottacy.s 
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Apoftacy, and the natural Confequence thereof --- Op- 

reffion. He is to fet a bright Example of univerfal 
Ririiecutics and Goodneis ; amd not*only Do the 
thiags which are Right and Good Himfelf, but like- 
wile See that others do fo too: In the moft. publick 
manner to difcountenance ail Iniquity in every corner 
of the, Land, to encourage Obedience to the Laws of 
GOD. To bea conftant Terrorto Evilt-Doers, and a 
Joy and Praife among the Righteous. 


For thefe great Ends is Samuzc raifed up to this 
high Employment, when Isnagt was brought very 
low, .and had been languifhing under hard Oppreftion 
for their Departure from the GOD of their Fathers. 


_ Anp now we go on to fee in the - 


Ii. place, HIS farthful Discuancr of this fupe- 
rior Office. 


Havine Begun an happy Reformation, He was as 
zealous to Preferve it. Andbeing own’d their publick 
Judge, He carefully employ’d his Power, to keep down 
all Iniquity, and promote a conftant Reign of Righte- 
eulnefs and Goodnefs thro’ the Land. 


Anp hérearé thefe Three things to be obferved, 


1 THE great Pains He took for the Publick Goods 
2. HIS firitt Integrity, Andy 
3. HIS ftedfaft Perfeverance. 


x. Tue great Pains He took for thé Publick Good, 
--- “© He west from Year to Tear in Circuit, to Betheh 
and Gilgal axzd Mizpeh, and Fudzed Isnrazt in all 
hofe Places: and bis Return was to Ramah, for there 
was bis Houfe, and there He judged Isnatu. 


Tar we may havea clearer View of his Judicial 
Circuit, I thall endéavor_a Scvipture and brief De/crips 
tiow of Isnaen, fa | fy 

. ae Ax 
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42 A Sermon on the. Death 


Av the Head of the Mediterranean Sea, about Fivé 
thoufand five hundred Miles to the Eaft-north-eaftward 
from us ---- There lies the Land of Canaan: 
Having the Sea on this fide, with the Philifiine Cities 
bordering on it; and on the Eaft fide, the River 
Jordan, iluing out of the Lake of Gallilee, called 
alfo Libertas, and running down into the Lake of 
Sodom. Onthe other fide Fordav, were the ‘Tribes 
of Reuben, Gad and the half of Manaffeh, ranging 
along’ to the Northward: and beyond them, Moar 
and' Ammon Eaftward ; and Southward Mipraw and 
the great Arazian Witpraness: About the midit 
of the Land, from Fordazn, acrofs almoft to the Weftern 
Sea, lay the Tribe of Benjamin : having Fudabh South- 
ward, and Daz and Simeon to the South-weftward : and 
to theSouth of thefe three lay Enom andEcyer. On 
the North. of Benjamin, Jay the Tribes of Ephraim 
and the orher balf of Manaffeh, Iffacher, Zebulon, 
and Ayer Weftward abreaft with Naphthali, along 
in their order. 


Anp, for the Circuit of Samuer --- 


Raman now appears to be the Place of his Abode ; 
the reafon of which we obferved before. But there be- 
ing feveral Towns of the fame Name, efpecially one 
in’ Lesjamin and another in Ephraim, it has been dif- 
puted by Geographers, which of thefe was the Seat of 
Samuex. However, to me it feems to be decided 

lainly by Scripture. For this muft needs be the fume 

Gli nw, where his Father had his Houfe, as we read 
in the xft Chapter at the roth Verfe, and in the 2d 
Chaprer, Verfe the 11th. In the former Text ’tis 
faid of both his Parents, ‘That they Rerura’d and 
came to thetr Houle in Raman : and whe fhou’d 
heir this Houfe of theirs but their firft born Samvet 2 
or whither fhou’d He repair from Shiloh but to 
the Place of his Kindred from whence He came ? 
Agreable to the fame Exprefiion, HIS Return is here 
{aid to be alfo ro Raman, for there was HIS Houfe : 
And the Name of the Place is alfo the fame, viz. 
Ramathe 


4, 








of the Hon. Fudge SEWALL. - 13 


Ramuatha, in all thefe Texts, both it the “Hebrew and 
Chaldee Paraphratt *. 


Bur the Raman where Samve ’s Father dwelt 
is alfo exprefly called, in the 1ft Chaprer atthe rf 
Verfe, *Ramaruatm-Zoruim of Mount Ephratn. 
(rt) Ramaruarm-- in the dual Number: i.e. either 
as Dr. Lightfoor renders it, One of the Two Ramakhs ; 
or rather as Z7emelius, Funius and Malvenda --- the 
Double Ramah, there being four or five Remebs 
in the Land of S/ree, and as Ferufalem 1s called 
Ferufalaim, becaule it confiited of two Cities joined 
together. ¢ ‘And (2) Ramathaim-Zoruim of Mount 
Ephraim ; becaufe ic'was the Ramah which was {ciruateé 
on'that Part of Mowzs Ephraim which was called“ cphin. 
By which we may fee that Ramartha and Ramathain: ° 
Zophim are the fame ; and that Samvuen’s Rawal 
was in the Tribe of Ephraim f. § 


Now Zophin it feems lay North of Ferufalem, and 
fignifies a ‘Pro/peéf. ‘The Synracx therefore renders 
it, --- The Hill of Pro/peéts ; andthe AnaBacx --+ 
Lhe Hill of Difcovery : (B) And Dr. Lightfoot 
tells us, that behind a Valley ftretched out from ‘Zica 
northward, the’ Land f{well’?d into an Hill at thé 
Place which thence was called Zopuim ; becaufe from 
thence there was a Profpect of the Country round 
about, and efpecially towards Ferufalem, which here rit 
appeared to view from that Quarter of J/rael. Here 
therefore feems to begin a Region of Hills called Zo- 
PuHiMm running Northward into the mountainous Trike 


— = 








* The Hebrew may indeed be tead Armatha : and fo the 
Septuagint Authors feem to have read it: For they 
render it Armathaim inail thofe Places. ( Vid. Bibs 
Polig. ) And both Ferom and Eufebins fay, it was the 
fame which the four Evangelifts call “Aimarher, $ie 
Dwelling Place of Fofeph, who begged of Pilase the 
Body of our LORD. ¢€ Vide Reland, ) 

4 Malvenda ia, Pot. Synopt. P 

+ And tothis.both Sujdas & Fofephus agree. (Vid. Rela: ) 

(8) Bib. Poliglor. . 
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i4 A Sermon. on the. Death 


of Ephraim ; upon’ one of which ftood. Raman,, the 
Abode of Samus. fe Ey ay oe 


Bur the Region rather feems to. take it’s Name 
from Zurn or Zorn one of this own Ancefters, of 
whom we read in the fame Verfe, with.. Ramathaim- 
Zophim, and who isalfo called Zopuar in « Chron. 
vi. 26. Funius and Lremelius therefore xender it>--~- 
The Double Ramah of the Lorurrxs; Becaufe con- 
fifting of two contiguous Cities and in the Land of 
the Sons of Zupu. And agreably we find in. the 
Chapter but one after our Text, that when SauJ had 
pafled thro’ the Land of the Benjamites, He came 
to the Land of Zupw and therein the City where. Sa- 
mugL lived’; By the rith. v. that it ftood upon a Hill ; 
By the rath, that there was an high Place or great 
Altar there which was'under his. Direction ; by the 
13th and /fix fgllowing Verfes, that there were therein 
eiter two feveral Hills or one Part of the fame 
alcending above the other; And. by the s6th, that 
this was out of the Land of Benjamin. 


Bur the punctual Scituation of Ramau feems. to 
be now uncertain. Some of the Ancients indeed tell 
us that it lay in the neighbourhood of Zydda; and 
many Moderns imagine it te be the fame with Ra- 
mola, a little South-Weftward of Zyddaand withina 
dozen Miles of the Sea, But Ramota lies near North 
Weft from Ferufalem; and the Learned Reiland alfo 
fays is a modern City and in avery plainCountry, which 
is not agreable to the Chara4er of the Seat of Sa- 
muev. (r) It therefore rather feems that Raman 
lay further Es(zeard in the Hilly Part of Ephrater: 
andon this account the better ferved for the yearly 
Concourfe of the Northern ‘Tribes for Judgment. 


From hence it feems He Began his Circuit, and 
firft went La/tward which is acrofs the Land, toBeTHEL. 








(1) Vide RFLAND De Arimathea,» Ramota, Ramathaim- 
Pzophim, Ramacha, & Rezione Thamniticay, 
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_ Now Bernex fignifies the Hou/e, of the mighty 
GOD: and fo therefore Yusins and Tremelius here 
_ tranflate it; aad think by Reyunx is not here in. 
fended the proper Name of a City, but the City Kir- 
jathjearim, where.was.now the Houle ofthe Ark of 
the-mighty GOD of, Jacos-: and. that Samvet 
cholethis Place, becaufe ofthe Advantage of the annual 
Congrels. of the “Tribes of Isr at thither, according: 


to the Law. in-Zixod. xxiii. 17i 


le 

appeass to be the Place of thefe Conventions, wher 
were both the Altars and other Conveniencies for Pub. * 
lick Sacrifice and, Entertainment of the Congregation, 
and. where the High | Priefts with their inferiour Or. 
ders conftantly relided., And then the Hiftorian plainly 

_ here recites the proper Names of the other. Cities whi- 

| ther, Samuec went: and there being a fanrous City 

named Berar, He) muft needs. intend the Name in 
the fame, proper’ fenfe,as. He did, the others, I 


foe 
~ 


| 
. 
| 
| 
| 
‘Bur this is very. unlikely: Becaufe the 'Tabernac 


Now, Beruec was {cituate to the. Weft of 
Hat; having a Mountain between them, whereon 
AsRaHAm pitch’d bis.Tent and-suilt an Altar, .Be- 
fore He went down to Egypt *, Islay Southof Shieh ty 
upon a Hill ¢, and was called /uz at firft: Bue 
paton having there,,a,Divine ViGion, when He fled 
rom .the Face-of Lfuu; He gave ic the Name of 
Berner, i. ¢.) Lhe Houfe, or rather the Place of” 
GOD (r) ‘There He fet up a Stone Pillar for a lafting. 
Memorial of it !}:, and: from hence the City became. 
renowned among:his Ofispring. In the Days of Josn va 
it. was the Seat of one of the Kings. of Cxnzav, who. 
i3.reckoned among the Number of thofe who were 
{mitten by Josuua aud theChildren of Isaaun * :'Tho* 
it feems as if the City were not taken till after: 
Josuua’s Death f. 





ee 


# Gen. xii. 8. tyaudg. xxi. 1a.. & Gan. yxxv. & Jah. 


KY) €. FS29 Ke ti. 2. and 2 Ki: fs ¥xi1h06 (1) Reland- 
} Gen.gxviliay, *Joth. xi 7, 16. fjudg 1 aae 25° 
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In Yop. xvi. 1.’Tis faid, The Let ofthe Sons of 
Fofeph Fell from Fordan by Fericho to the Wildernefs 
which goeth up from Zericho thro’out Mounr-Be- 
wiet ; in Chap. xviii. 13, that the Border of Benja: 
mincame tothe South fide of it’; dnd iw the 22d Verfe} 
*tis reckon’d among the Cities allotted to Beasjamin: 
But in Judges 1. 22,--25. we read, that the Houfe* of 
Sof7ph went up and {mote it with the Edge of the 
Sword ;. and in’ 1 Ghro. vii. 28. 'Thas it was the Habi- 
tation and Poffeffion of the Sons of Ephraim, 


By this we fee that Beruazv’ was a City in’ the 
Borders between the Tribes of Besjamépand Ephrasis:: 
And as *tis likely that the Berder-Cities weré to ‘be 
poflels’d by thofe of either neighbouring Tribe that 
wou'd firft go up and take them from the Casaanizes’: 
the 'Tribe of Ephraim firft went up’ and feized’ Br- 
wHeL, and made it theirs. BRE: Se Lo. 


‘Bur by the Scitwation of it, about. the midft of the 
Land every way, we fee how well it ferved: for 
the Concourfe of the midland People, on either fide, 
to Samvetfor Judgment. ae 


From hence, He made his further Proprefs 2a/, 
ward fill, to GricAat. 


Now Grrean was a very famous Place which’ lay. 
on the Ratt of Ferzczo near Fordanm, There the J: 
raelites fir’ encamped upon their coming out of Fors 
das and entering the Land of Canaan, which was'on 
the 10th Day of the firft Month, * being Forty Years 
from their leaving Hgypt. ‘There’ they fet up’ the’ 
‘Twelve Stones they took from the midft of the River, 
as a lafting Monument oftheir pafling thro’ ir on’ 
dry Ground }. There on the Day following, all their 
Males were Circumcifed which had been born in’ the 
Wildernefs for the 40 Years they had been journeying. 


ee caiatuiineesid oes eee 
Teepe eS RRL 





¥Jothiv. I t Verle 29,-- 24 
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thro’ it, and the Reproach of Ecypr-vell’d away 3 OM 
which account the Place receiv’d the Name of GILGAL, 
ie. Rolling away t. ‘There on the rath Day, of the 
fame Month eng Sat Kept the Paffover in the Land 
of Canaan : and by their Uncircumcifion it feems as. if 

» they had not’ kept one for Forty Years before :. || 
and im Zwo or Three Days “after, the AMguna 
ceafed *, There they kept their Camp for feveral 
Years together f: ‘from thence went out their, Ar- 
mies to fight the’Canaanizes ; and thither they returned 
with Spoils and Victories, + | 


(In fine, ‘There the Tabernacle refted till:the band 
| Wasfor the moeft’ part’ congyer’d and divided, when 
“twas reared up ‘at Shiloh || in the Tribe of Ephraim, 
However Gitcat yet appear in the Days of Samwaxi, 
to be a Place of great Refort for publick Sacrifice. and 
Worthip ; * which Samuer therefore chofe to aflem: 
ble the People to, when He. publickly invefted Sau 
withthe Royal Dignity +. And-by the Scituation of; it. 
on the Eaftera Borders of the Land. of Cayaay, it ap~ 
pears to be a Place convenient for the Tribes of Isa ABL 
on the other fide of Fordas’ to repair for Judgment. 


From hence He feems to have turn’d about: ‘and 
ttavelied Wetward, acrofs the Land, to Mizezn 

Now Mizreu fignifies an High Place or Place. of 
Speculation : By which we may fuppofe it om ahigh Hill 
of a very fair Profpect round it : And of feveral men- 
tioned in Scripture, there are Two efpecially rematk- 
able. ‘ 


Tre firft in Gilead beyond Jordan and in the Tribe 
of Gad ; where Labas overtaking Facob, they fet up 
a Pile of Stones as as a.publick Witne& of the. League 














¢ Joh v.9 Wf Exod. xii, 43,49. *Joth. v.10 --rae 
t For 5 or Gat leaft, Joth. xiv. 6,— 15. ¢ Joth. x. 
f Joth xviii. re * 1Sam Xili4.7 —7 42. & xv.125-+33% 
ht Sam. x. 8. & xi. 14, Ps. 
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between them. Gev. xxxi. 49. Here. the. I/raelites.af- 
fembled themfelves together and encamped againft the 
Ammonites, who dwelt en’ their Eattern Borders, Fudg. 
x. 17. And here they made Yeptha their Head and 
Judge, who had his Refidence in the fame City, Zudg. 
xi. 8, --- I1, and 34. 


Bur the moft famous Mizpen feems.,to be on.the 
Weftern Border of Benjamis and. fudab. © And it 
being a Border-City may poffibly be afcribed to them 
both ; As in Fudges xv. 38. & xviii. 36. It lay in a 
Place convenient. for. the General Aflembly both © of 
thefe and of the other Tribes ; and has been renowned 
for their frequent Congrefs on great. Occafions. . For 
there they gathered together as one Man before the 
LORD, to go up againft the Besjamites of Gibeah, 
qudges xx. 1. “Thither Samuec alfo ealled them, when 
He brought them toa Publick Reformation, and en+ 
tered on his Judicial Office, as we obferved before: 
and there He again aflembled them, to find out by Let 
the Man whom GOD would have to betheir King-s 
and Saub being difcovered was there firft. Proclaimed. 
X Sam. X. v7--- 24. 


“Hither Samuut made his yearly Journies to, Judge 
them : and by the Scituation of the Place between ee. 
vufalem and the Sea, it, appears to lie convenient: for 
the Coneourfe of the Sourb-weffers People of Isp an 


to meet Him. 


Anp thus having vifice@ the principat Cities which 
were then inthe Land; He finifhed his Circuit, and 
returned to Ramam: For there was his Houfe: And 
yet even there, He did not give up Himlelf to an.in- 
dolent or fupine Life ; But there He ftill continued 
to receive their Appeals and Fudge them. 


Teus He feems to have Chofen the moft conve- 
nient Cities, for the eafier Confluence of the People to 
Him, from évery Quarter. He minded nos his own 
Advantage or Eafe fo mach as theirs: and wae 3 a! 

: oul 
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Should lofe too much Expence or Time in coming to 

his Houfeat Ramah, He travels about, and carries them 

Publick fuftice. And herein. he neither regarded the 

Inclemencies of the Weather, nor Inconvenience of Inns 

or Roads in thofe Hilly Countries, nor {pared his Pains 
| for the Good of the People. 


To all thefe Places He conftantly went, and Judged 
them. The Syriak feems well to render it --- He judced 
Isnagn and all thofe Regions, i. e. not only thofe 
principal Cities, but all the Countries round them. In 
thet He exercifed his Judicial Power for the Publick 
Intereft : In them He yearly held his Courts of Juftice : 
And there He received their Appeals from the Inferiour 
Judges, He patiently heard their Pleas, and decided 
their Controverfies. ‘There He alfo doubtlefs enquired 
into the Manwers of the People round about : He 
reftrained and corrected the Vicious, He gave: forth 
righteous Decifions : And in them He always difplayed 
his fuperiour Wifdom, Goodnefs, Equity, and ftrict 
regard to the Good of the Publick and the Laws 

of GOD. , 


Anp to all thefe Places He went in Circuit from 
Year to Year, or at leaft fo long as his Age per- 
mitted, and never allowed his own Affairs to hinder 
Him. 


2, We are now to obferve his fri Integrity. 


For tho’ this be not fo é@xprefly mentioned in the 
Text;it is plainly couched and implied. For the Words 
muft needs be meant as an hiftorical Recommendation 
of Him in the exemplary Charadter ofa Public Judge ; 
and his Upriehrae/s is alfo intimated in the great Pains 
He took andthe Fatigues He endured, in the Exe- 
cution of this high Office : ‘The liké to which we read 
not of any other Judge before Him. 


Bur to illaftrate this, I fhall only cite --- That 


moft open and folemn Appca? He made both to GOD 
Himflelf 
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Himfelf ‘and the whole Congregation of Isnazx ia 
Gileal, with the united: Voice of all the Tribes in. his 
Aipplaufe ; when He was much advanc’d in Years, and 
was laying down a great Part of the weight of Gavern- 
ment, upon Savux’s Acceffion to the Kingdom, 1 Sam. 
Xl. 1,---5. And Samuut (aid to all Wsnanw --- Be- 
“* hold, I have hearkued to your voice in all that ye faid 
untome, and have made a Kiag over you: And now 
“< behold, the King walks before you, and I amold 
“and grey-headed, and behold my Sons arewith you, 
<< and Vhave walk’d before you from my Childgood 
“to this Day: Behold, Here I am; witne/s againft 
“me before the LORD, and before his ANOINTED: 
“« Whofe Ox hrve Tinken ? or whofe fs have I taken? 
“* or whom have Idefrauded ? whom bave I oppreffed? - 
“or of whofe hand have received a Bribe to blind. 
“<< mine Byes therewith ? and Iwill refiore it t0.wou”. 
And they faid ; Thou hast nor defrauded, neither haft 
Thou taken ought of any man’s band. And He Gid 
tothem, * The LORD is Witnc/s againft you, and 
"bis ANOINTED és Withe/s rhis Day, that ye have 
“¢ nor found ought in my hand ”; And they an{wered, 
He is Witnefi. | 


‘How free and open, how unanimous and ftrong.: is 
this repeated Publick Teftimony ofall the ‘Tribes of 
Kenazr, to Samugc’s perfect Uprightnefs thro’out 
his whole and.long Adminiftration ! 

Bur, 

3. We muft now ebferve, His fedfaft Perfeverance 
in this laborious ‘Office.---_Avd Samuz. judged Ispatt 
all the Days of his Life. 


In Chap. viil..1. He is faidto be OJd, before He 
called his Sowsto help Himin the Judicial Office. Now 
a Man ‘can fcatce be ftiled O/d till he be Sixty Years 
of Age: nor can we well, fuppole his Sovs were grown 
to a fufficient Gravity and Wifdom for fuch a weighty, 
ferious and fuperior Employment, till they werearriv’d 
at Forty ; which will alfo raife their Farber to at leat 
a hree-fcore Years, ~~ 

| Pick SOME 
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Sometime after, when the Elders of Iskarié 
gathered themfelves together and came to ask Him 
for a King, they began their Speech with faying, Be- 
hold, Lhcu art old, &c. which it was not likely they 
would fay to Samvev’s Face unlefs his Age were far 
advanc’d indeed, and his natural Powers of Judging 
or at leaft of Travelling were very vilibly declined 
thro? Age; and therefore was alleged as one great 
Reafon of their asking for a King to Judge them. 


Anp after this at Savr’s eftablifhment at Gilgal; 
Samuet fays of Himfelf, in Chap. xii. 2. Behold Lan 
old and grey-beaded, &c. And yet it feems He fhill 
went on in this great Employment to the Day of his 
Death, which was many Years, fome think frees or 
jixteen after ; and from Aéfs will. 20, 21. compared with 
the Hiftory of the Judges, that in the whole He 
judged Ispazn for borty Years: - 


Wr his Hoary Head, to be fure, He fat oni the 
Fadgment Seat: He There defir’d to fpend his Life 
in the Publick Service. And Zhere --- what a plea- 
fing Reverence muft ftrike the Soul, to fee this great 
and aged Man, with the flowing and filver Locks of 
his unfhaven Head, as He had been a pure Naxzavite 
from the Birth, and his Face grown fhining with Ma- 
turity of Sanctity and Wiffom ! Even his bumble 
Mind could not but know the Veneration of the People 
for Him, their Delight to fee Him, and that his meer . 
Appearance in their Aflemblies eou’d not but raife their 
Minds into an Efteem of liety. 


BUT how ccu’d He Fudge Wsratw all the Days 
of his Life, when Sauiu was made their King to 
Rule and Fudze them? | 

To this I anfwer--- That the Heads of Isr art 
feem o ask for a King to Judge them, not to lay 
Samurt by while He was capable to difcharge the 
Office, nor indeed ever to fupply his Place in the 
Courts of Judicattire ; But partly to relieve Him 
of the Burthen of Civil Government, as He grew thro’ 
D Ags 
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Age unable,and partly to head theisArmies : tho’ chiefly 
indeed, froma weak Affectation of worldly Pomp and 
Grandeur, which they liked better than the plain and 
fimple way of Government they had been ufed to, that 
they might have one among them in the Power, State 
and Splendor of a King, like the Kings of other Nations. 
Chap. vill. 115--- 20. 


Saut was therefore chiefly employed in martial Af- 
fairs all his Days. And befides He knew that Samuut 
had a vaftly greater Skill in civil Matters, the People 
were entirely fatisfied with $a mvuxv’s Prefidence in their 
Courts of Juftice: and Saux cou’d never prefume to 
controul fo divine a Perfon, to interfere with Him, or 
deprive the People of fo great a Benefit.. And even 
Saun Himfelf in the Highth of Power appears . afraid 
ef the more awful Prophet : and Samvuzt on all Oc- 
cafions appears fuperior to Him when they come toge- 
ther. For Samust more than once feverely reproves 
and threatens Him: He. alfo fent the King to deftroy 
Amalek ; and when Saut had {pared Agag, contrary 
to the Law of GOD, Samuel went to Saux, breught 
Him te confefs his Sin, to ask even Samuuy’s Pardon, 
and to intreat of Samuex, to honour Him. before the 
People with his Prefence: And then Samuet com- 
mands King Agag to be brought before Him, flew Him 
before Sauv’s Eyes, and returned to his Houfe, at Re- 
mab, Chap. xiii. and xv. 


Samugze therefore ftill retains his great Authority, 
efpecially in ciuzl Afatters, and continues in the Exer- 
cife thereof till fometime before his Death, when He 
took his final- Leave of Savi; and then feemsto be 
grown too Old te gothe Circuits, and retires to kis 
Houle at Ramah. However, There, no doubt He fill 
employ’d his remaining Life in Judging all that repaired 
to Him, till He wholly refigned the pablick Bufinefs, 
and compos’d Himfelfto Die. 


Bur we mutt haften to confider 
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IV. and laftly, HIS fohining PIETY.---© And Hi 5 

Retura was to Rayan, for there was his, Hou/e, 
“ and there He fudged Isnann; asd there te 
fs surity AN AtTaR To THE LORD. 

Turs latter Claufe,at the firft view indeed, may only 
feem an Inftance of his Family Religion: But when we 
come to enquire into the Ufe of ALTARS we thall 
clearly fee it reaches to every Branch of Piet y. 


Now there were prt tt of Avrags mentioned 
in Scripture(1) An Altar of Wirness --- As was the 
Altar built on the Eaftern “ide of Fordan by the Two 
Tribes and half there feated, upon their Parting from 
the other and Returning to their Pofletiions, ie iffa. xii 
10,---34. But this was a mere Monument of Piety, as 
Deodate terms it : And one wou’d think, without either 
Grates to fupport the Offerings or 4é7-Vents to fan 
the Fire, as the other had. (2) An Alar of Incense, 
which was order’d to be overlaid with pure Gold, and 
made only for the Burning of the {weereft Siiae, and 
Frankincenfe, every Morning and Evening, inthe Holy 
Place of the Yabernacle and Femple ; and was peculiar 
to. them, Exod. xxx. 1y--- 10) 34, --- e€. and XXXVI 
25, ---e. (3) And laftly, An Altar fer Sac: 
which was this of Samuxv’s as we may fee in the » dh 
Chapter of this Hiftory. 


Tao’ Caixand Adel brought their Offerings to th 
LORD ; yet : eh aw was the firft we read of who bun} 
an Altar, and this. for Sacrifice ; which was upon. his 
coming out of the Ark on kfount Ararat, at th 
cealing. of the Deluge, Gen, vill. 20. The 
Ap b Fe sy A lpay “CS {; many everad 
B RAH aay who ailt ui; firitlaia at oD. ma DY iv V ere 5 
Places in the | Land of Cawaian : And then J/aac, Fe 

Mis, Fofouny Gideou,. Maacg, and the J:! 
Tribes, in ee - And now rcomes 5 iMUAL, andibylds 
an Altar to the LOR rr Ly x at Re Wi Pp. 
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to be made to the Juftice of GOD for the Sins of 
Men, in order to obtain Peace and Favour with Him ; 
and to jealtte Mind to the great Sacrifice of CHRIST, 
as the only iuificient Purchafe of every Merey. 


A. Sacrifice of Atonement was for the Expiation of 
Sin, for averting the Anger and Judgments of GOD 
both fele and feared, and for obtaining his Favour and 
Bletling. So Jacos offered sacrifice, on Mount Gilead, 
as He was going to meet his Brother Esau ; * and 
at Beerfoeba, as He was going down to Acypr f. 
So Grpzon built an Altar in Opbra, and offered Sa-- 
crifice for Deliverance fromthe At:dianites t+. So the 
Ecnoven Trises at Shiloh, for Succefs againft the 
Benjamites ||. And fo Samus at Mizpeh, in the Be- 
ginning of the War with ‘the Piliftines, as we have 
@bferv’d before. | . 


Anp a Sacrifice of Foy and Praife ---'To exprefs 
their Thankfulnefs to GOD for Mercies, and to give 
Him publickly the Giory of them. So Noan --- for 
his Deliverance from a T'welve Month’s univerfalFlood : 
And fo Asrauam *, Isaac f, Jacos t+, and Mano- 
au ||, built their Altars, upon the deftinguifhing Ap- 
pearances, of GOD to them ;: So Moszs for the Victory 
over the Awalskites at Rephedim *: And JosHua 
upon his Entrance into the Land ef Canaaz t. 


In fine, Both Asz auam built an Altar en a Moun- 
tain between Haz and Bethel +; Jacos, at Shalem ||; 
and Mosss, under Siaai *, where they feverally pitch’d 
their Tents, as a conftant Means of Religious Worfhip, 
both in ‘Sacrifices of Expiation and.Thanksgiving. 





~ Gen. xxxi 54. T Gen. xlvi. t + Judges Vi. 24y°+- 26. - 

“pp Judges xx.26. * Gen. xii. 7 & xiii. 18. + Gen. 
BXVI.23,- 95. Gen. xxxvi,-7 1! Judges xiii 20s 
* Exod. xvii 15 £6. ¢ Joth. vili.zo, 31. + Gen xii. 8, 
| Gen. xgxiii, 18,— 20. * Exod. xxiv, 4, -—-6 ~ = 
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Sauver’s Altar then, was acontinual Inftrument 
both ot Family and Publick Worthip, and a ftanding 
Sign of his eminent Devotion --- Chat He took Care 


‘to Live in good Terms with GOD, to implore Him 


conttantly for needful Favours, and toreturn Him grate- 
ful Praifes for the Beftowment of them, 


Bur when Samuet had wrefted J/rael out of the 
opprefiive Hands of the Philijtines --- Why did He 
not reftore the Ang to the Vasurnnacrit at Shiloh ? 
Why did He not himfelf return to that facred Place 
and Service, according to his early Dedication >? Why 
did He not attesd the Worfbip there aswell as Ext, 
who Judged Isparn norwithftavding? Or, tho He 
liv’'d at Ramah, Why did He not from time to time 
repair to the Altar before rhe Sanctuary, according to 
the Law in, Exod. xxix.36,---e. & Deut. xii. 17,---27? 


Now the Rea/ous of this Conduct may be fuch as 
thefe --- 
In P/alm \xxvili. 60. We read, that upon the Ar x’s 
being carried from Shiloh by the Sons of Eri, the 
LORD forfook the Tacernacte of Shiloh; v. 
67, that He refufed the Tabernacle of Jofeph, and 
chofe not the Tribe of Ephraim ; and v. 68, but chofe 
the Tribe of Juvau, the Mount Zion which He loved. 
This might well be reveal’d to Samvet, and He in 
time communicate the fame to Davin, who it feems 
were very intimate and agreed together about the {eve- 
ral Orders of the Priefis and Levites in the Houfe of 
GOD {. And this might be one great Reafon why 
as foon as Davrp came to the Throne of //rael, the 
very firft thing He did was to take feru/ulem from 
the Yebufites and difpoflefs them of Mount Zion ; 
and when He had fortified and adorn’d the Mountain, 
He remov’d the Arx into a Tabernacle He had there 
prepared for it. | 








¥ «Sam: xiii, 14. xv. 28. xvi. r, 13. compar‘d with 
i Chap xix 18—— 24, ard 4 Chi. ix. 10, ——— 22. &e. 
- . ; : How- 
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However, It feems that by a Divine Interpofition, 
the Ark and Tabernacle of Moses were never al- 
lowed to come together in Samwsx’s Days. 

For the Arx remain’d at Kérjathjearim, unlels 
when ’twas carried to the Army on fome. Occatfions, 
and then returned thither, till King Davin tranflated 
it to Zion. And the Tassrnacwe. feem’d to reft at 
Shiloh, tothe Reign of Saut; who ’tis likely, that 
both the Tabernacle and Conventions of the People 
might be nearer to Him, ordered it with Exr’s Fa- 
mily, “ to Nos, in his own ‘Tribe of Benjamin: As 
“© *tis probable chat Jeera for the fame Reafon, re- 
** moved it before, from Gilza} to Shiloh in his Tribe 
“* of Ephraim.” ( a.j. ) But on the Ruin of Nos by 
Saux, even before Samvet died, the Zabernacle feems 
to be fent to Grzzon in the fame Tribe, where it ref- 
ted to the Reign of Davip. For when He had tranf- 
ported the Arx to Zion, and Jeft Asaru with his 
Brethren to ferve before it conftantly as every Days 
work required ; He at the fame time Jef¢ Zapox the 
Prielt with his Brethren the Priefts, before the Va- 
BERNACLE Of the LORD at Gisxzon, to offer burat- 
Offerings to the LORD on the Altar of the burns 
Offering continually, Morning and Buening, and to do 
according to all that was written in the Law of the 
LORD, &c: + And Here it fill continued as the 
moft’ publick Seat of Sacrifice and Worthip, under Z a- 
DOK, || till King Sotomon removed Ix with all it’s 
Veilels, as well as the Anx, into the Tempxue *. And 
thus at length they met together in the fame Houle, in 
about Ove hundred and thirty Years from their Sepa- 
ration. 


BUT to Returz --- In fach a diflolved State ofthe 
Sanctuary Worfhip, Samven feems to have a fpecial, 
divine Allowance, both to leave the ‘Tabernacle-Ser- 
vice, and to apply Himfelf intirely to Judge &F Go- 


(4j-) Mr. 4. Fackfon on Sam. xxi. £ 1 Chron, xvi. 
37,-* 42, H «Kings iii. 4. compar‘d with 2 Chron. 
1.3,-° 6. * 1 Kings viii, J, -»- 4. and 2 Chro v. 5. 

Vere. 
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vert Mrael, grown much more large and populous 
than in Exx’s Days, and required the whole of his 
Strength and Time --- as alfo to Refide at Raman 
as aproper Place, and there to Build an Altar ----= 
ready at hand upon all Occafions. 


Unpsgr this head of Piety, we might here obferve, 
His high Regard for the Publick Worthip, his De- 
pendance onthe Great GOD forthe Conduct and 
Succefs of his Affairs, his conftant felemn Applica- 
tions to HIM, and his Gratefull Care to return 
HIM ‘all the Glory --- ef which this Arran wasa 
continual Witnefs. 


Bur of allthefe I fhall only fingle out Ove Inftance--- 
which was his Eminence for the Spirit asd Duty of 
PRAYTER.--- He delighted in it ; He fet much by it; 
He profefs’dand practic’d it in the moft open manner. 


Wuan He firft directs the Tribes to Aflemble, He 
does it in fush Terms as thefe ---Gather all Ifrael to 
Mizpeh, aad Iwitt Pray ror you tothe LORD. 
When they were met together, He turns the Day into 
a Day of Prayer and Fajfting: And no doubt He led 
and bore a chief Part in the Publick Supplications of 
that vaft Aflembly. And when the Day was over, and 
the Lords of the Philiftsnes came up againit them ; 
the Children of Urael were afraid --- and faid to 
SAMUEL --- Ceafe not to Cry to the LORD our GOD 
for us, that He will fave us, &c.--- They had 2 greater 
Confidence in the earneft Prayers of Samuzt, than in 
all their Forces. 


Anpv we quickly fee their mighty Efficacy. For the 
Hiftory goes on to tell us --- That Samvuet took «4 
fucking Lamb, and offered it for a Burat Offering 
wholly to the LORD ; and Samvunr Cried to rhe 
LORD for Ifrael, and the LORD heard Him--- ard 
thundred with a great Thunder on that Day upon 
the Philiftines and difcomfted them, and they were 
f{mittes before Urael. And then te alcribe the sat ee 
0 
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of all to GOD, He fets up There a Pillar of Stone, 
and calls it EBENEZER, faying, Hitherto hath 
the LORD helped us --- as alafting and publick Mo- 
nument of Praife to the GOD of Srael. And upon 
this we read --- Thar the Philiftines were /ubdued, and 
they came no more into the Coafts of Mrael : And 
the hand of the LO RD was azainft the Philittines | 
all the Days of Samunv: and the Cities which thé | 
Philiftines Lad taken from Mrael were reftored, &c. | 
Chap. vii. 


Wear a great Bleffing was this one Man, by his 
earneft Interceffions, to that whole People ! Of which 
they were all {> fenfible that ina Time ofthe meft | 
fearful Tokens of the Divine Difpleafure, they apply to | 
Him as their powerfull Advocate with Heaven ; Chap. © 
xii. r9. And all the People faid to Samuui, Pray 
for thy Servants to the LORD thy GOD that we 
Die not, &c. ‘To which He nobly Anfwers, ver. 
23.---GOD forbid that I fhould Sin again the LORD, 
in ceafing to Pray for you, &c. His extraordinary Pre- 
valence in Prayer, was therefore after celebrated in fuch 
‘Terms as thefe, Pfal. xcix. 6. Mofes azd Aaron among 
his Preefts; and Samuuwt among them that Call uper : 
his Name: They called on the LORD, and He an- 
fwered them. And in Fer. xv. 1. Samusy is join’d 
with Moss, as "I'wo of the moft prevailing Men in 
Prayer with GOD, that ever were, to fave a fnful 
People. 


I might alfo mention feverai other Inftanices of his 
excelling Virtues, and the fignal Honours done Him 
both by GOD. and J/rael ; But the time wou?d fail 
me --- [ fhall only fay, --- That far from Ruling in an 
Imperious manner, Behold his great Indulgence, as a 
tender Father, even tothe difpleafing Humours of the 
People. Chap.-xii. 1. Asad Samven [aid to all Ifrael ; 
Behold, I have hearkened to your Voice in all thatye 

faid tome, &c. And yet what a mixture of Majefty 
was there in his Adminiftration? For when for a pri- 
vate Reafon, He went to Sacrifice at Bethlehem; ie 
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read in Chap. xvi. 4. The elders of the Town trembled 
at his coming. "The Son of Sirach well obferves, Chap. 
alvi. 14. By the Law of the LORD He Fudged ike 
Congregation. And the Apoftle Paver inrolls Him a+ 
mong the Prime Examples of Basth & Righteou/nefs. 


Bur we muft come to obferve, That at length this 

reat and agéd Pattérn of Integrity and a Publick Spirit; 
of Zeal for GOD, and the Canfe of Piety --- Retigns 
his Life --- But he dies in the midit of univerfal La- 
hentations. The Tydings quickly fly all over the 
Land, and ftrike every Heart with Grief. The ‘Tribes 
are all in motion, to fee his laft Remains, and attend 
them to the Grave. -And perhaps there never was fo 
great a Fuseral in the World as Samvuet’s For of 
Him alone of all the Zudges and Kings of Isnaur, we 
read in 1 Sam. xxv.1, That when He Died, ALL THE 
Isnagtrres were Gathered together, and Lamented; 
and Buried Him in bis Houfe at Raman. And 
both his -Death and: their univerfal Confluence and 
Mourning at his Funeral are remark’d again in Chap. 
XXviil. 3. Now SaAMvet was Dead, and aut Ispatk 
bad Lamented Him, and Buried Himin Ramah, eves 
in his own City. 


Nor their having aKING, not Samuer’s advanced 
Years, nor his Decays of Nature prevented their bx 
traordinary Sorrow. But they mourn the Lofs ofa Pun- 
tick Farner, who greatly Loved them, had {pent 
his Life to ferve them, and from the Days of his Youth 
had arofé and fhone an admir’d Example of Picty, 

uftice, Goodnefs, and evety Publick Virtue that cou’d 
makea People Eafy and Happy ; and a whole Nation 
aflembles to unite in kiourning, and take their Leave 


at his Grave. 


Awe thug’-2222 IT havé éndeavour’d fome De- 
fcription of the extraordinary Lite and Virtues of this 
aicient and moft venerable Fudge of Isp art. They 
are recorded in the facred Volumns for the Admiratior’ 


ef every Age. Which puts me in mind of what the 
E Learnea 
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Learned Reland tells from Yerom, of the deftinguifh- 
ing Honours paid to. Samver by the Chrifiian Grecks 
ard Romans above Fourteen Hundred Years after his 
Leath. For it feems, Ancapius a Chriftian Emperor 
ofthe Eajt*, tranfported Samunx’s Boxes from Ra- 
mab into Thrace: And as they were carried along, the 
People receiv’dthem with fo great a Joy, as if they had 
feen the Prophet prefent and alive among them; And 
the whole Land from Casaas to Chalcedon on the Shoar 
of the Bo/phorus over againft Byzantium, which was 
about a Zhoufand Miles, feem’d to be cover’d with 
continued Creuds of People, with one Voice’ ringing 
forth aloud the Praife of our GREAT REDEEMER, 

whofe lively Type and faithful Servant Samurr was re 


Anp a, Part of his Life, as the Time allow’d, hasnow 
been fet before us, that We might alfo in this diftanc 
Place and Age admire the Grace of GOD in CHRIST 
which beftows fuch Gifts and Honours on the Sons of 
Men, and that we may be mov’d to afpire after them. 


Anp for the fame Reafon as He firft raifed up Sa- 
MuEL, and then defcrib’d Him in perpetual Records ; 
He is pleafed ftill in fucceflive Ages, to raife up others 
in their meafures like Him ; that He shight give his 
People of every Generation a vifible Evidence of what 
He is willing as well as able to do, and a living Exam- 
ple to charm them with the Beauty of Piety. 


Ir would therefore be to conceal his Grace, and: 
with-hold his Honour ; not to obferve the fame kind 
of his Goodnefs among our felves, nor Praife Him fer it. 








tin eeersnnny 


* Who reigned about goo Years after the Birth cf CHRIST. - 


t Ee tanta Letitie, quafi prefentem viventemque Prophetam 
cernerent. fufceperunt. ut dePALESTINA ufque CHALCE- 
DONEM jungerenter Populorum Examina, & in CHRISTI 
Laudes una voce refonarent, 


Here N; 
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Herein, Let us thenadmire the eminentGifts & Gra- 
ces of GOD, which have for fo many Luftres of Years 
‘appeared in His late deceafed Servant: Let our Minds 
mfe up tothe bounteous AUTHOR : Let us grate- 
fully return Him the whole Glory of them: And let 
us now review them, that we may fee our paft Ad- 
vantage and mourn our prefent Lofs, and be mov’d to 
trace his bright Example. 


Ler the very Currtpren firft come along with 
me, and look thro’ the Glafs of his Life, and fee his 
Early Piety. Look O Children, and fee, How quiet 
and modeft our Young S#muwet fits at the Feet of his 
pious Parents ; how fall of Reverence and Affection to 
them, how ready’ and dutiful in all his Carriage: and 
how full of the Fear of GOD, how afraid of finning 
againft Him, how careful to read the Scriptures, and 
to Pray in Secret in his early Days! 

Loox into the School, and fee, How fubmiffively He 
behaves Himfelf; how full of Veneration and Love to 
his Mafer *, how mindful of every Inftruction, how 
diligent in Learning his Beoks and improviig in Know- 
lege : behold how pleas’d his Ma/ffer is to obferve it, and 
how greatly loves Him. ‘There you may fee the hop - 
full Bloom of his future Ulefulnefs : And do you 
O Children, Learn to follow’ Him, 


Let the Rrsinc Yourn now view Him in his 


growing Endowments. How carefull He is of preferv- 
ing his Purity, Innocence and unblemilhed Character, 
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* The Reverend and Aged Mr THOMAS PARKER, Paffor 
of the Church in Newbury : Wino wis a Perfon of Great Beare - 
ing, ani fo zealous for the Propagarion of ir, char with his Mie 
niiterjal Office, He kepr'a Grammar Schoolia his Houfe as ton 
as He liv’d,; whieh wasrill He was about Fouricore and two 
Years old, even’ many Years after He loft the Sight of his Eye 
and wor'd bring ap Children for noching.proviced their Parents 
or Guirdians would goon andfendthem to College. He was 
Seveury Years of Age when our young Scholar was nde 
Care, whro wonld always mention Him with extraordiniry Re- 
verehce and Affection. 
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both in the Town, School, College, and every Com- 
pany. See how He afpires after higher Degrees of 
Piésty : how He inclines his Ear to Wifdom, amd 
applies his Heart to Underftanding ; How he cries after 
Knowledge, feeks her as Silver, and fearches for. her 
as for hidden Treafure - and how He more & more un- 
derftands the Fear of the LORD, finds more and more 
of the Knowledge of GOD, and grows in Wifdom. 


Szz, How He carefully fhuns the Society of the Vain 
and Frothy ; Hew He efteems'and honours the Pious 
and Learned, how He values their Love and gets into 
their familiar Acquaintance; how He conftantly keeps 
and delights in their Company; how He daily grows in 
their Efteem and Affection; and how He improves in 
every kind of Accomplifhment te appear on the pub- 
lick Stage with Hoseur and Do Good in the World. 


Axo now, Let us Axx lift up our Eyes and be- 
hold, with what Approbation and Pleafure The GOD 
-of Heaven looks down ‘upon Him in all his lovely 
Advances of Life ; And how the kind- Decrees brake 
forth and fhow what He has a mind to do for the 
Youth that Honours Him. 


‘Two? at firft defign’d and trained up for the Ser- 
vice of the Chriftian Tabernacle ; yet being by the 
call of Providence diverted from it, He is put into 
the early. Pofletlion of fecular Wealth end Dignity s 
Nor this as into a Snare to ruin his Soul, or make an 
empty fhow in the World; but as into 4 larger Sphere 
and Power of employing his ‘Talents for the Glory of 
GOD, and the Advantage of Aen. 7 


Be1NG in a.great Meafure adorn’d with the early 
Endowments of Samuet, efpecially cordial Love to 
his Country, eminent Knowledge of the Laws of GOD, 
Zeal toobferve them, *and promote their Obfervance 
in others, Humility, Prudence and a blamelefs Life : 
Hie is about the fame Age, advanced by Heaven Be 
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the Choice of the People, as He,: to be a Principal 
Councillour, Fudge end Ruler among them *. 


Anv now, Let us. fee how He rifes and moves 
in this exalted Orb : How his humble Mind remains 
the fame, ard thereia fhows it felf fuperior to fub- 
lunary Greatnefs ; but his Piety, Goodnefs and Wil- 
dom, not only continue but grow, until He gains 
a deftinguifhing Crows of Glory, . as the wife Man 
ftyles it, to his Hoary Head, in the Courfe of Righ- 
¢. oufhels. 


Lex us look into the Councrt Cuamearr 5 and fee 
his great Concern forthe Honour of GOD ; the Re- 
putation of Government ; and the Welfare of his Cousrry, 
in their continued Liberty, Learning, Peace, good Or- 
der, Religion; and efpecially their perpetual Ad/berence 
to the infpired Scriprures, as the pertect Rule of Faith 
of Life and Worfhip, and the Fusdamental Purpofe of 
this Plantation. ---And there, beholdhis Thoughrful- 
nefs, Moderation, Prudence, Caution, Faithfulnefs, and 
Zeal and Courage on proper Occafions, tho’ his Confti- 
tution chiefly inclin’d Him to great Gentlenefs. 


s; As He goes out to the Gare thro’ the City, 
«¢ when He prepares his Seat in the Street, both the 
<¢ young and theaged arife and ftandup. He puts on 
«* Righteoufnels- and it cloaths Him: His Judgment is 
<¢ as a Robe and Diadem. Heis Eyes to the Blind, and 
«> Feet tothe Lame: a Father to the Poor, --- to the 
«© Peor Isdians I might efpecially fay, for whom He 
«© has the tendereftCompatfions; and theCaufe which He 
«© knows not He fearches out: He brakes the Jaws of 
«© the Wicked, and plucks the Spoil out oftheir ‘Teeth. 











* Tce may be obferved thar the GOVERNOUR & ASS'STANTS 
under our former Charter avere our Supertor Jidges: An: He was 
chofen ASSISTANT in 1684, when He was inthe 3jd Year of 
his Age “ 
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| 
| 


___Lex us enter into the Covgrs or: Just1¢% ; and fee | 
Him folemn, patient, grave and fixed in his. Attach- 
ment to the Laws of GOD ; a Terror to the Children 

ef Belial ; Defending the Poor and the Fatherlefs, do- | 

ing Juftice to the atHicted and needy ; delivering thePoor 
and the needy, and ridding them out of the Hand of the | 

Wicked. And while with an awful Brow He condemns 

the flagitious Criminal to Bodily Pains ; his Bowels yearn | 

and his Lips {peak Life to the precious Soul. | 


Sex how his Appearance raifes in every Mind an 
Expectation of Juftice : and his fnowy Locks like Sa- 
muzL’s adorn the Bench, attra& every Eye to look | 
on the more-venerable Face they Crown, and make us 
with his Place might never mifs Him. 





Ler us go into the Rerrerous Assemeries; and 
there we fee his Seat conftantly filed, with the Bib/4 
before Him to try every DoGrine. See how He ad- 
mires and delights in the Beauty of every Divine Inftitu- 
tion. And there let us view and be like Him, in his 
reverent and careful Attention, his humble and devout 
Behaviour, and the gentle Fervour of his pious Soul 
within raifing up a filent Light in his Couatenance. 


Ler us vilit his Famriy ; and there behold the fit 
and ftill Religion, the grave and comely Order. How 
every Sabbath is kept from Evening to Evening in a 
facred manner ; and every Day Morning and Evening 
the Scriptures read, and his Prayers with his Houfehold 
go up as Incenfe to Heaven. How He inftruéts and 
councils thofe under his Care, and makes them eafy and 
wile together. How free his ZabJe to the learned and 

ious ; How welcome is every Miniter as an Ambaflador 
of CHRIST ; every Scholar treated with learned and 
entertaining Converiatien, efpecially on the Holy Scrip- 
tures in their Originals; every Comer with Freedom 
and Courtefy ; and every Poor with wife Advice and 
Alms. 


Lux 
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Ler us follow Him into every Prace & Com- 
pany. and there admire and imitate the fame con= 
tinual Vein of unaffected Piety, of condefcending Kind- 
nefs, of innosent and decent Alagrity; and of fuch en- 
gaging Meeknels and Freedom of Speech, as make his 
Prefence the Satisfaction of all about Him, the Love- 
iiefs of Piety vifible, andthe Ways thereof appear to, 
be the ways of Wifdom and Pleafantne(s, 


Ler us now behold Him gently Defcending the 
Stage of Life ; as his Age grows on Him, firft con- 
tracting his Circuit, then laying down one Publick 
Office after another, and at length retiring to his 
Houfe like Samuset; that He might be gradually 
loofened from his earthly Cares, and have the greater 
Leifure to entertain Himfelf with the opening Views of 
that glorious Life which begins to dawn and rife upon 
Him, and will never decline. , 


Laftly, Ler us attend on his Diearsu-Bep-fide 3 and 
view his exemplary Patience, Submiffion, Refignation, 
Faith ; and the fame humble, heavenly and unruffled 
Calmnefs of Mind as were ufual with Him in the Days 
of his Health. How precious were the Tho'ts & Dif. 
courfe ofthe REDEEMER ftill to Him: How He 
compofes Himfelf to Die, as if He were only to fleep 
er reft in His gracious Arms. And when ‘his Eyes 
were clofed and his Speech had fail’d Him, his Hands 
yet conftantly rifing at every devout Meditation, till 
his Soul retires by undefcernible Degrees from every Or- 
gan of Life, that it might take it’s Flight to the Blef- 
fed Abodes : And then with what wonderful Eafe and 
Gentlenefs it leaves them without fo much as a parting 
Groan or the leaft Intimation of Sorrow. 


Tus liv’d and died this venerable Fudge of our 
Country, whom the GOD. of our Furhers was pleafed 
to raife up and continue to the prefent Generation, as 
a memorable Inftance of our primitive Glery. 


Ane 
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Anp how, Let us be Thankful to Him for preferv’> ~ 
his deftinguifhing Courfe fo long and confpicuous wic* 
us: And yet let us mourn the Lofs of his Life an 
continual Prayers. Lé@ us all take Care that this grea: 
Example may not rife up againft us im the future Judg- 
ment to condemn or afhame us. Let us earneftly ftrive 
to follow Him im every Virtue. Let us encourage our 
felves with this ---That the fame Spirst which dwe! 
fo brightly in Him, remains with GOD in an in- 
finite meafure ; and there’s not the leaft of us all, bur 
He can make as eminent in every Grace. And let «= 


earneftly Pray, that the SPIRIT from on high may be, : 
peured out abundantly on all Orders and Ages among. 


us =-- 
--. “ Tuar He may raife up of our Sons for Pro- 


«¢ phets and of our Young Men for Nazarites and Ru-. 


<¢ Jers: that-we may ftillhave %uwdges as at the firft, 
«© and Councillors as atthe beginning: that we may 
<< be ftiled a Place of Piety, and may know that the 
<< LORD, the mighty one of Jacoz, is our Redeemer. 
«< That our Officers may all be Peace, and our Exaétors 
‘¢ Righteoufnefs : that Violence may not be heard in 
«© ourLand, nor Wafting or Deftruction within our Bor- 
« ders ; but our Walls may be called Salvation, and our 
«© Gates, i.e. Our Council-Chambers and Courts, of 
“© Juftice, Praife. "That the People may al] be Righ- 
‘© teous, and inherit the Land for ever : that the Sun 
‘© may go down no more among us, nor the Moon 
«© withdraw Her fhining ; but the LORD may be our 
<< everlafting Light, the Days of Mourning ended, 
©‘ and our GOD our Grory. 
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Weekly News-Letter, No. 1 58. 
CORRECTED; 
BOSTON, Fanary 8. 1729530. 


N the firft of this Inftant, at half an hout 

paft Five in the Morning, after about a Month’s 

Languifhment, Died at his Houfe here, the 

Honourable S 4 MUEL SEW AL £, Efq; 
in the 78th Year ofhis Age ; who has for above Forty 
Years appeared a great Ornament of this Town and 
Country. 


His Great Grand-father, Hane y SEwALL; Efg; was 
a Linnen-Draper in the City of Coventry in Grear- 
Britain, acquired a confiderable Eftate, was a very 
prudent Man, and more than once chofen Mayor of that 
ancient City. Henry theeldeft Son out of Diflike to 
the Englifh Hierarchy, fent over hisonly Son Henry 
then a Young Man to New-Fugland in 1632, with 
neat Cattleand Provifions fuitable for a new Piantation,; 
who made his Pitch at Necebury, whither his ka:her 
on followed. And on March 25. 1646, that his son 
vlarried Mrs. Janz, the eldeft Child of Mr. Srpprren 
and Mrs. Atice Dummer, who likewife then dwelt 
there uader the Miniftry of the Rev. Mr. Tuomas 
Parker and Mr. Tamus Noyes, 
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But this Climate being not agreable to Mr. Dum ME 
and Confort, they returned to Anglasd the Wintey 
following, and their Son and Daughter Szwatt with | 
them: who dwelt a while at Warwéck, and then’ re- 
mov'd to Bibop-Stoke in Hampfhire; where on Lerd’s’ 
Day March 28. 1652, this their eldeft Son Samurn® 
was Born, and baptiz’d in Stoke Church, May 4th fol- 
lowing, by the Rev. Mr. Rasuty, who was once a. 
Member of the old Church in Boffox, afterwards one of 
the ejected Minifters. Some Months after, the Fain ly® 
remov’d to Bad/y+in the fame County, where anoth a 
6 ae a ne a SiG 
Son, the lare Maj. Srnpuen Szewatu of Salen va 
Born, 4uz. 19th 1657: And at Rumfey a neighbous')., 
Market Town, their faid eldeft Son was firft educalay . 
in the Grammar School, of which Mr. Fages was Mafte 3 
But the Father returning to New-agland in 165448 
fent for his Family to come over to him ; who arriv’@y 
at Bofton, Lord’sDay July 6th 1661, with this their SON : 
then nine Years of Age. \ 





Upon his going up to Newbury then the Place of his 
Father’s Refidence, he was fent to School to the Revd 
and Excellent Mr. Pan Ker, under whom He ma¢e ay 
laudable Proficiency till the Commencement in 4ug@ 
1667, when He was admitted into Harvarn-Cot cece 
by the very learned and pious Mr.Cuaries CHAUNCY, 
who alfo gave Him his firft Degree in 1671, being one 
of the laft Clafiis which receiv’d Degrees from that 
famous Prefident. 


In 1674, He took his Degree of Mafter of Arts. “om™ 
Prefident Hoar; and was eatly cholén a Tutor and 
Fellow in that Houfe. But did not refide long th *~ 
for on February 28. 1675,6. He was Married to Nye 
Hannan the fole Daughter and Heir to the Honouraz 
ble Joun Hunt, Efg, of Bojton, with whom He hg 


a plentiful Etfate: Upon which He ferled here, any 
liv’d and died an honourable Member of the Souny 
} C 


Crunch, of which He had the fatisfaétion to fee onm 
of his own Sons become a worthy Paftor. i 
: Inj 
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In 1684, He was chofen a Magiftrate of the Afaga- 
‘bufetts Colony. In the diforderly time of Sir Edmonad’s 
~overnment, toward the end of 1685, He went a 
Voyage to Englasd : Upon his landing there, met the 
lurprizing News of the happy Revorurion : and re- 
turned hither in the following Year. In 1692, He was 
:ppointed by King WILLITAMandQueen MARY 
n.their Royal Cuag ren; one of the firft Council for 
heir Majefties in this Province, into which He was an- 
jually chofen and fat till 1725, when He refign’d his 
Bletion, having out lived all the, others nominated in 
hat Fundamental Conftitucion. Jn 1692 He was made 

ec of the Judges, and in 1718, Ghief fuftice of our 

serior Courts of Judicature thro’? the Province, in 

ich He fat till 1728, when his Infirmities growing on 

‘im, He refigned that Place alfo. “In 1915,eHe wa 

iade Judge of Probates for this County of Sufojk, and 
continued in that Office till 1728, when He laid it down: 
t being the laft Publick Poft wherein He fery’d and 
henoured his Country. | 


For his Cuaractrrr---I tha] fum it up in this Epi- 
rome ---- Lhat He was univerfally and greatly re vu 
rend, efeemed, and beloved amone us Jor, Mas eminent 
Piety, Learning and Wifdom ; bis VeHe- 
rable Afpe and Carriage; br: jnftructive, a? able and 
chearful Converfation ; Mts frit Integrity and rere d 
pines Ree / ee 


re 
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oF 4 ‘ ye Oi ve call ini oie then? Ans ape tt - Me 
a0) Fuftice ; his extraordinars er ANA COM Pafjienare 
na ce ar 4 oe ‘ lho ry/, ns ] . Tivo lh } 148 P 
Heart; bis neglect of the World 5 rts aoundan 74 
ys j Oe A Ty, 949 7-1 Ly ye ON Saint Re Pig eee A } 
berality ; bis catholick and puolcx Spirits Ws C7 tticas 
Sh J 


Acquaintance with the Latin, Greek 12 
guages, the Latin ‘Poets, and above ali the H ly Scrip- 
rupee in their infpir’d Orizinals ;. bis® 2 fer the 
Purity of inftituted Worfbzp ; his confiants 

it hoth ta Ke C/] om iy and 


he ; ve verert Atten dance OH Ll, VUE EA Ene 
. = BS yer 7 ae A oe , (mar - 
mbly ; bts Love joi Ti GHUrePpes, 2 COI 


*y ae 7, 5; Sees : Ae eae NA ie 7 . ; 
vifters, the civil and religious Tnterefts of fi ; 
ar ‘ad ‘Oy 4A hip , my hy f ) AT a ,9300 - J 7 = 
is tende? Cont C7 fo} the | boi L7tHAv IN PevUucse, Chad 2S 
re 
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v¢.Grown of all, ft 3s Moderation, Peaceablene/s and 
dumility 3 which being all united tp the fame Per/on, 
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and tn an ligh Degree and Station, rendered Flim 
gncof the moft faining Eights ind Honours of the Age 
and Land wherein He lived, and worthy of a very . 
Giftinguifoing regard in the New LEnglifo Hiftories.. 


He liv’d happily with the Wife of his Youth for about 
. Forty three Years, who left him a ferrowful Widower, 

Offober 19. 1717. He afterwards Married two other 
virtuous and worthy Conforts, wiz. Mrs. As1caiL 
Tiny, and Mrs. Mary Grass who is now his Mourn- 
ing Widow. He had Iflue only by the firft; by whom 
He had feven Sons and feven Daughters : two of the 
former and one of the latter onlySurviyve Hint. His Un- 
derftanding continued with Him to his/laft’ Hours : 
He Died in Peace ; And was yetcae honourably. 
Inter’d, a i oa a Dial od 
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